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Case (ii):
In the second case, the British Fleet seems to have a
choice of two alternatives :
(i) To proceed at once to the neighbourhood of Singa-
pore by the shortest route, in the hope of bringing
the Japanese Fleet to an early and decisive action.
(ii) To go to Australia first, to Port Darwin, say, there
to rest and refit, and then to go north to engage the
Japanese Fleet.
We will suppose the British Fleet to be crossing the
Indian Ocean ; Singapore to be invested; the Japanese
Battle Fleet to have taken up a position at sea between
Singapore and Borneo and their light forces to be awaiting
opportunity to deliver surprise attacks in the Straits of
Malacca, Sunda, Bali, and LomboL The British Commander-
in-Chief will anticipate some such disposition of our forces
and will realize that he cannot expect to bring our Battle
Fleet to action without previously sustaining certain losses.
He may, therefore, decide to play for safety, and, abandon-
ing any attempt to get to the neighbourhood of Singapore,
proceed as in (ii) above.
This, however, would leave Singapore to its fate, and,
if it fell, further prosecution of the war would be very
difficult. In the first place, we should gain command of the
South China Sea, and Borneo and the N.E.I, would be at
our mercy. In the second, the fall of Singapore would
stimulate the independence agitation in India, where the
whole country would buzz like a beehive. In the third, the
East Indian chain of twinkling stars would become available
to us for advanced bases whence to harass the British Fleet
in its Australian bases. In the light of all this, playing for
safely in the manner described above does not appear so
very safe. After all, even if the British Fleet did sustain
losses in the straits leading to the South China Sea, enough
of it might get through to engage the Japanese Battle Fleet
at once, and it might be the wisest policy to make the
attempt. If the fight were lost, or if the losses in the straits
made fighting out of the question, it would not necessarily
be too late to withdraw to Australia.
Daring has always paid in war : swift action appeals to
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